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Astoria’s Best Newspaper

Guarantees 10 its Advertisers a

a Larder Circolation than any
Paper Published in Astoria.

Our Boolis are Open to Inspection by

Our Advertisers.

ASTORIA SAVINGS BANHK

Surplus snd Undivided Profits $15,000
lutorest paid on time depowite,

Capltal Fald i 8100000,
Transacts u genoral banking business.

0. I PETERSON, FRANK PATTON, J. W. GA NER,

J.Q A, BOWLBY,
View Presideat, Canhiior, Asat, Cashier

Preaidont.

168 TENTH STREET, ASTORIA, ORE.

HOTEL PORTLAND

.The Finest Hotel in the Northwest

PORTLAND OREGON.

The TROY Laundry

Is the only White Labor Laundry in the City. Does the Dest
of Work st very reasonable Prices, and is in every way worthy
Cor. 10th and DUANE 8T8, Phone 1991

of your patronuge.

IXXIXXIXXLEETIXXIXXIIXNXT

FRESH AND CURED MEATS
Wholesale and Retail
Ships, Logging Camps and Mills sup plied on short notice.
LIVE STOCK BOUGIHT AND SOLD

: WASHINGTO!{ MAKKET - CHRISTENSON @ CO.
I TCIXXXIXXXXXXX VXX

E
We are thoroughly prepared for making
estimaten and exeruting orders for
all kinds of eleotrical inatalling and

repuiring.  Bupplies in stock, We
sall the Celebrated SHELBY LAMP,

Reliance
Electrical

Onll up Phone 1161,
WOI‘KS 428 BOND STREET

Weinhard’'s

ANDREW ASP, BLACKSMITH.

Haying Installed a Rubber Tiring Machine of the
Intest pattern T am prepared to doall kinds of work
in that line at reasonable prices, Telephone 291,

CORNER TWELFTH AND DUANE STREETS.

NEW EALANDFRE NSURANCE COMPANY

Of New Zealand

H.W.CYLUK,
Mununger

L.ager
Beer.

—t

W. P. THOMAS, Mgr., San Francisco,

ONLIMITED LIABILITY OF SHREHOLDERS

[as been Underwriting on the Pacific Coast for twenty-five years,

M

E:LMORE @ CO.,Sole Agents

| January in the following year 700 (B,

Astoria, Oregon.

YEAR OF CONFUSION

IT WASB THE LONGEST ON RECORD
AND HAD FIFTEEN MONTHSE.

The Way Jullus Caesar I8 the Yenx
44 B, O, Mralghtened Out the Calens
dar Muddle—Barly Attempt to Ads
Just the Lunar Cycles,

The longest year In the world's histo-
ty was a year that contained fifteen
months, The origioal cause that led
up to this wan an early attempt to ad-
just the lunar months which began
with ench new moon in thelr relation to
the solur year. Twelve revolutions of
the moon tnke 354 days, about clevem
days less than a true year, The an
clents tried at first to correct this by
insorting, generally every olher year,
a speclal Interealury month, Just as we
do nn additional day in leap year. In
the Homan calendar, from which our
own hus descended, these corrections
were nlways made at the end of the
yedr, The earliest Romun year hegan
in Muarch, a8 we see by the numerical
Latin numes of several of our months-—
Beptember (seven), October {eight), No-
vember (nlne), December (ten)—und 'we
still ndd our Intercalury doy In léap
year just before the anclent New Year's
dny.

In thne the months dropped thelr lu-
nar charscter and beenme of Irregular
length, varying from hirty-one days In
March to twenty-eight In Februsary.
The year hud 855 days, some ten dayw
less than o true year. Later on the 1st
of Jupuury beenme both the New Yeur
and the lnsuguration day of the Ro-
man comuls. These chief maglstrates
of the Roman republic, unlike our pres-
idents, were elected annually, so that
inanguration day then was more lmpor-
tant than It s at Washington, since it
wan actunlly the begloning of a new
official or ¢lvll yeur each 1st of Janu.
ary. The Intercalary month was, how-
ever, still inserted between February
and March, according to anclent cus
tom. The lusertion of Intercalary
monthy and all matters pertalping to
the calendar rested In mnclent Rome
with the college of pontilfs, which
formed the supreme priestly councll,
the proper observance of the festivals
of the gods nud other sucred days com-
ing especinlly within the domain of re-
lgion. But the pontiffs, with their
chief, the pontifex waxlmus, were (00
often dominated by political consldera-
tions, 1o eurly times they were chosen
exclusively from the patriclan families,
Thelr privilege of lnserting or omitting
the lutercalary month guve them ;:ul'
politleal power, which, |mlltlclan-llke.l
they used to the advantsge of thelr
own party and the Injury of the plebe
Inns. On personnl grounds they capris
Aously lepgthened the year when !.tu"lr'
friends beld the chief magistracy and|
shortensd It when the opposition held
offiice

This practice ut length involved the
cnlendar 1n such confusion that in Clee-
ro's day It was three months ahead of
true time, Thus the 1st of May fell in |
bleak wintry wenther at what wae |
properly about the 1st of Februoary, |
while the Ist of Japuary came In the
fall season at what I8 now the begin-
ning of October, The anclent Romans
hud to endure the {rony of dating thelr
letters In Novepber when they were
trying to bear up under the blazing
heat of an Itallan summer,

But o the sear B, C, 40 Rome's fore
most soldier, Jullus Caesar, was able
to tuke the matter In hand. Among
the many honors received by this con-
gueror was the office of pontifex max-
fmus, and as head of the priestly col- |
lege matters appertaining to the calen- |
dur fell within hix provinee. His sol-
dier's system took up the muddle l||.|
the cnlendar, which he struightened
out with hils sccustomed vigor, To|
imagine a modern parallel we should |
have to suppose some oue lke Napo |
leon on his elevation of the consulship |
or Genernl Grunt fresh from the elvll |
war and his election to the presidency |
undertaking to correct a confusion in
the ecalendar due to the manipulations
of politicians,

Caesar calied In the ald of Sosigenes,
an Alexandrinn nstronomer, to rectify
the error und prevent it for the fature,
It wns In the year of Rome T08 48
B. C., acconding to our reckoning—that
the revision took place. It Is sald, al- |
though this point ls not quite certain |
that Caesar Inténded to Ax the 1st of |

]
]

. 40) on the winter solstice, the short-
eat day In the year, This arrangement
would have been ns nearly perfect us
possible, far superior to that which we
observe, in which New Year falls some
ten dnys after the solstice and has no
reference to anything of a natural
charneter. If Coaesar had taken the
shortest day for the 1st of January
he would have had o definitely fAxed
lnndmark fudicated by the movement
of the earth liself ns pre-eminently
the correct point of thne for this eveut
for the sun sinks dally and the davs
bicome  shorter untll Dee. 21 or
22, when, s If new born, the sug be
glux ngaln to mount the heavens nnd
the dnys to lengthen, The Roman
nume for this thme was “Natalls solls
vietl"” (the birthdey of the nneon-
querst jun), when that luminary's
decline was changed Into # fresh as-
censlon,

It Is one of the greatest misfortunes
of the calendar that this change was
not carried out. But the story goes
that about ten days later than the sol-
stice there was a new moon, which
was the starting point of the anclent
Junar months, It was still looked upon
as a good augury for a month to be
gin on the new moon, and as It was
desired that the year 700, the opening
year of Caesar's new calendar, should
be Inaugurnted under clrenmstances
that would be auvsplefous and com

wend the chapge to pablle gooaroval

ft was thermluod thnl lfe to!lo lns
Jan, 1 should be on the day of the
new moon,

would come nt differant daten In other
years the good augury for that one
yedr was secured at the loss of a tar
more jmportant conslderntion for all
future time, 8o our New Year §s
close to the shortest day, but not on
it, and derives its present arbltrary
poaition, according to this story, from
the new moon happening to fall on
that day In the yeur B. O, 45,

ot apart from this, the stralghten-
ng out of the culendar wns admirably
managed. The undoing of the tangle
wis a serious watter and made the
year B, C, 40 forever memorable. The
1st of Janunry fell, as we have seen,
about three wonths too soon—that s,
in the plensant autumoal weather
shortly after the vintsge days that
were properly In the early part of Oc-
tober. The yenr wan allowed to run
on until townrd the close of February,
when the Intercalary month was In-
serted at the usunl place, This ndded
twenty-three duys to the year, but did
not suffice. The calendar was still two
months out, aud the 1st of March was
giving Rome the wenther of Chrlst
mas, 8o at the end of November
(which came at what Is now the end
of Bepternber) two more months were
Inserted, containing between them six-
ty-seven days, By the insertion of
these specinl months, which have nev.
er since appeirsd in the enlendar, the
wouth of December wns brought to
the season ln which it now falls, the
two interculary mouths covering our
October nmd November, These two
wonilis were o o sense dupllcated.
Thus In this year there hnd been added
to the regular 355 days ninely more.
This made the unprecedented total of
5 days, or Gifteen mounths. The year
extended, neconding to our present reck-
oning, from the beginning of October
1o twelve mouths following the nett
Dee, 31. This started the year of
Rome 700 (B, C. 45) at the time at
which our years now commence,

Thix remarkable year was scoffingly
called “the year of confusion,” but Ma-
¢roblus correctly says that It should
rather be called “the last year of con-
fusion.” The strong measures that bad
to be taken were necessary if order was
to be restored and the months once
agaln placed in their ol time honored
Heasons,

But all Caesar's changes were not
yet carried out, The year had still 355
days, and this was ten and a quarter
duys too short. It was determined to
#vold In future the insertion of an in-
tercalury month. The old experience
with this arrnogement bad been suffi-
clently unfortupute. S0 the yvear was
ralsed to its present length of 865 days
and thus wade o solar year by adding
| two days each to January, Sextilis and |

December nmd one day each to April, |, 3

June, September and November, the
quarter day over beilug adjusted by the
insertion " of an extra day every four
yeurs ut the emd of February, Our In:
sertlon of this day at the anclent termi-
nition of the year |s now our only re-

minder of the one tme Insertlon there | LOST—ODD FELLOWS' GOLD PIN

of & whole month.

But asx the new .moon M

 WANTED—MEN

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING.

RATES:

First Insertion, One Cent a Word,
One Week, Each Line, joc.
Tweo Weeks, Fach Line, 45c.
One Menth, Each Line, 75¢,

Astorian Free Want Ads,

Anyone Desiring a Situation can Insert an Advertisement in this Column
of Three Lines Two Times Frez of Charge.

HELP WANTED.

TO LEARN BAR-
pogi-

FOR SALE—MISCELLANEOUS.

NCUBATOR FOR BALE—00 EGGS
capacity; also three 100 ecapacity
brooders; Mfrst-class condition. Ad-
dress A, Astorian Office.

ber trade;
tlons guaranteed; tuition earned while
learning. Write for terms. Moler's
Barber College, 644 Clay 8t, San Fran-
clsco,

% weeks completes;

HOREBE, BUGGY AND HARNESS
for sale. Address M. Astorian,

FOR SALE—-SHETLAND PONEY,

WANTED — INSTALLMENT COL-

lector for merchandise accountS:| cart and harness. Apply to A. E. Al-
good salary and expenses. Address |len, Clatsop, Ore.
Manufacturer, P. O, Box 1027, Phila-
pediceed LN __|160 ACRES OF FIRST CLASS TIM-
LOST, ber land for sale, in Pacific county,
near Columbia river. Address Box 680
LOST—LADY'S CRESCENT CLASP|Astoria, Ore.

pin, set with small stone; finder will
please return to this office and recelve

FOR BALE—LOT 1 BLOCK 14

reward. Adalir's Astoria; for particulars write
——lto J. P. Miller, Onieda, Wash.
MISCELLANEOUS. a
NOTICE FOR BIDS—BIDS wiLy [FOR SALE—STEAM TUG IN FIRST-

class condition; terms remsonable;
sultable for selning purposes, For
particulnrs apply at this office.

be received for the foundation and
basement of the New St. Mary's Hos-
pital; plans and specifications may be
seén at the office of the architect at
8t. Mary's Hosptal; all bids to be In
on or before the 25th of this month;
right reserved to reject any or all bids.
March 6, 1905.

|BCOW FOR SALE AT M'GREGOR'S
mill, 22x64: would make a good fish
scow,. Inquire of Dan Gambel at milL

= |[FOR SALE—SECOND-HAND FUR-

JUNK DEALERS. 5 = niture, Inquire at room 2 over Pet-
erson & Brown's store,

FOR RENT—ROOMS.

HIGHEST PRICES PAID FOR ALL
kinds of old junk. Bought and sold
173 Tenth St

FOR RENT—FOUR NICE SUNNY
roomsa, Inquire at Star theater.

LOST. |

MISCELLANEOUS.
three links with round band. Finder
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But, srrerall, tf e yeur of Juling Cae-
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Kidd In New York

tury.—Walter J.
Post.

A Tosk In Subtreaction,

At a small sehool In the backwoods a
well meaning but misguided nstructor
gave her pupils #s a bowe lesson the
tusk of subtracting 629 from 880,788,
880 untll wsothing remained. On the
way from school the children rejolced
ut 80 ensy a requisition, but once at
work their rujufrlm: wis  speedily
turned to sorrow. After working for
hours without nny perceptible diminu-
tion of the tigures the youngsters gave
up In despair. Parents then tried, but
with no better snecess, And small won-
flor. In order to complete the task the
number given would have to be sub-
tracted 1,400,300 times, leaving n small
reminder. Sowe fndignant parent eal:
culated that, working st the rate of

three subtractions a wiinute for twelyve | =

hours a day, the tusk given the children
for an evening's exercvise would require
a little more thun n year and nine
months to necomplish,

AR Overdoss,

“Is It true,” asked Mr. Quizo, “that
your husband ordered Dr. Smoother
out of the house?”

“Yes. Poor Jack had been carrylng
the baby all night and every night for
a week and was run down to a thread,
I called the doctor, and he told Jack
that be must take exerclse.”

The FPather's ldea.
Johnny—Paw, what's the reat of that
guotation beginning. “Truth s mighty ¥
Father—"Scame.” 1 reckon.—Pittsharg
Post,

rian office, omu 25:: per hundred.

The New Way

of doing the family washing—theway which changes it from
dreary drudgery to a cheerful household duty—is by using

§tandard"

Laundry Trays
Install @ modern “Standasnd™

or the bishops |

fall of the e o0 Lo 052 Tope Greg- |
ory NI timie e fncesaaly correc
tions by ordet ns (o the dey after the |
4th of Oectobier =i thl Lie called the
1th, aml to grard aoolnet the arvor In

. the fature It was otdered thal the yeur
cowpleting eeeh century should not be

433 Commercial Street

Laundry in your home and there
will be no water to carry, no
leakage or damp floors, and no
tubs to empty or upset. It will
increase the selling value of your
home.

“CONTENTHMENT

J. A. MONTGOMERY, Astoria, Or.

Phone Main 121

Sherman Transfer Co.

JHENRY SHERMAN, Msnager

Hacks, Carriages—Baggag: Checked and Transferred—Trucks and
Furniture Wagons- fianos Moved, Boxed and Shipped.

Scow Bay Iron & Brass Works

Manufacturers of

Iron, Steel, Brass and Bronze Castings.
General Foundrymen and Patternmakers.
Absolutely firstelass work.  Prices lowest,

Phone:2451. Corner Elghteenth and Franklin.




